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ੴ ਸਤਿ ਨਾਮ ੁਕਰਿਾ ਪਰੁਖੁ ਤਨਰਭਉ ਤਨਰਵੈਰ ੁਅਕਾਲ ਮਰੂਤਿ ਅਜੂਨੀ ਸੈਭੰ ਗੁਰ ਪਰਸਾਤਿ ॥ 

Before this cosmos came into existence God was in a compressed state called “ekonkar” Creating the 
eternal laws God expands and resides in its creation operating these laws without any fear or enmity. 
God is beyond the limits of time and does not take birth, exists on its own and can only be understood 
through knowledge sifted through discerning intellect. 

 

jpu 
Awid scu jugwid scu]hY BI scu nwnk hosI BI scu]1] 

Truth prevailed in the beginning,  

Before the beginning.  

Prevails now, will prevail forever. 

 

In Sikhism, Truth and God are synonymous. So, the statement that truth was, is and shall last forever, 

is required to be understood in the context of the above preamble (popularly called Mool Manter) 

from “Ekonkar” to “Gurprasad” wherein the concept of God has been explained. Since God and truth 

are synonymous, it means that attributes of truth are same as those of God described in the preamble. 

Just as God is one, truth is always one; there can never be two truths.  Just as God is everlasting, Truth 

cannot be transient. Just as God pervades everywhere, Truth cannot be parochial. Just like God, Truth 

is always fearless and impartial. Just as God is beyond the limitation of time, so is Truth. 

 

socY soic n hoveI jy socI lK vwr]cupY cup n hoveI jy lwie rhw ilv qwr] 

BuiKAW BuK n auqrI jy bMnw purIAW Bwr]shs isAwxpw lK hoih q iek n cLY nwil] 

ikv sicAwrw hoeIAY ikv kUVY qutY pwil]hukim rjweI clxw nwnk iliKAw nwil]1] 

Washing the body for times umpteen, does not wash the mind clean 

Meditating in deep trance does not tranquil the mind 

All the wealth of this world does not satiate hunger 

Millions of clever ideas do not help at all 

To dismantle the pall of falsehood; To see the truth 

Appreciate and abide by the will of God manifest in nature, says Nanak. 

Guru started with a statement about Truth. Since God and Truth are synonymous in Sikhism, the 
logical conclusion is that farther from truth is farther from God. Falsehood is like a pall between us 
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and God. In this stanza, Guru tells us about popular methods preached by various religions to pierce 
open this pall of falsehood. In the first line Guru refers to rituals of purity and cleanliness which fail 
miserably to cleanse our mind off the falsehood. Thousands of people perform these rituals at 
pilgrimages believing it to be a holy act that will please God. In the second line, Guru alludes to the 
practice of remaining silent for a long time which however fails to shut out the noise from within. 
There are sects who think if they don’t utter a word for a long long time they can control their mind.  
In the third line, Guru tells us that it is not at all possible to satisfy our desires to the full as it turns out 
to be a never-ending journey. In the fourth line, Guru explains that we cannot realize truth by being a 
genius. We may get many clever ideas but we are likely to end up constructing our own truths. In these 
lines, Guru is explaining us the pitfalls in our journey to truth and at the same time prepares us for the 
all-important question. What is the way to break ourselves out of this cocoon of falsehood? Guru gives 
his answer. Understand and follow the will of God manifest in nature all around you. Guru calls it 
Hukam. A Punjabi word meaning order or command. 

hukmI hovin Awkwr hukmu n kihAw jweI ] hukmI hovin jIA hukim imlY vifAweI ]  
hukmI auqmu nIcu hukim iliK duK suK pweIAih ] ieknw hukmI bKsIs ieik hukmI sdw BvweIAih]  
hukmY AMdir sBu ko bwhir hukm n koie ] nwnk hukmY jy buJY q haumY khY n koie ] 2 ] 
 

Hukam defies all description 

Matter shapes into existence by Hukam 

Mind emerges and gains glories by Hukam 

By Hukam we are good or bad; by Hukam we are happy or sad. 

By Hukam some are blessed for ever; Others suffer life and death for ever 

Hukam rules over us all, no one is beyond its purview 

One who understands Hukam cease to have an Ego. 

 

In the last line of previous stanza Guru referred to Hukam or will of God. In this stanza, Guru explains 

Hukam in more detail. In the first line Guru says the all that is tangible (that is all matter in this cosmos) 

takes a shape (AKAR) as per Hukam, however it is not at all possible to describe in its entirety, how 

does Hukam operate. In the second line Guru says that all that is intangible (Jeeyo) also comes into 

existence as per Hukam and achieve glory as per Hukam. We see that just in two lines Guru has 

covered the entire creation in this cosmos. In the third line Guru says human beings achieve heights 

of greatness and fall into the depths of meanness by Hukam and they are in pain or pleasure as per 

Hukam. When we obey Hukam and follow the wisdom of Guru to conquer the temptations of greed, 

lust etc.; our mind climbs to the heights of glories and if we travel to the opposite direction, greed and 

lust under the operation of Hukam take us down to the path of meanness. Some get out this vicious 

circle of pain and pleasure by Hukam, while others keep on suffering for ever in this whirlwind. No one 

can interfere in the operation of Hukam. The operation of Hukam is fearless, impartial and irrevocable. 

No middleman can come to our help. In the fifth line Guru says that everything is under Hukam, no 

one can survive out of it. In the last line, Guru says that once a person understands Hukam, he/she 

experience an annihilation of his/her ego or sense of being separate and special. One thing that is to 

be noted here is that though it is not possible to describe Hukam, but it is not only possible but 

mandatory for human beings to understand it.  

ਗਾਵੈ ਕੋ ਤਾਣੁ ਹੋਵ ੈਕਕਸ ੈਤਾਣ ੁ॥ ਗਾਵੈ ਕੋ ਦਾਕਤ ਜਾਣ ੈਨੀਸਾਣੁ ॥  

ਗਾਵੈ ਕੋ ਗੁਣ ਵਕਿਆਈਆ ਚਾਰ ॥ ਗਾਵੈ ਕੋ ਕਵਕਦਆ ਕਵਖਮ ੁਵੀਚਾਰੁ ॥ 
ਗਾਵੈ ਕੋ ਸਾਕਜ ਕਰੇ ਤਨੁ ਖੇਹ ॥ ਗਾਵੈ ਕੋ ਜੀਅ ਲੈ ਕਿਕਰ ਦੇਹ ॥ 
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ਗਾਵੈ ਕੋ ਜਾਪੈ ਕਦਸ ੈਦੂਕਰ ॥ ਗਾਵ ੈਕੋ ਵੇਖੈ ਹਾਦਰਾ ਹਦੂਕਰ ॥  

ਕਥਨਾ ਕਥੀ ਨ ਆਵ ੈਤੋਕਿ ॥ ਕਕਥ ਕਕਥ ਕਥੀ ਕੋਿੀ ਕੋਕਿ ਕੋਕਿ ॥  

ਦੇਦਾ ਦ ੇਲੈਦੇ ਥਕਕ ਪਾਕਹ ॥ ਜੁਗਾ ਜੁਗੰਤਕਰ ਖਾਹੀ ਖਾਕਹ ॥  

ਹੁਕਮੀ ਹੁਕਮ ੁਚਲਾਏ ਰਾਹੁ ॥ ਨਾਨਕ ਕਵਗਸ ੈਵੇਪਰਵਾਹੁ ॥੩॥ 
 
Some are lyrical about your prowess  
Wondering who else can match your prowess  
Some are lyrical about your bounties  
And see them as signature of your presence  
Some are lyrical about your glories galore and virtues great  
Some are lyrical about how hard and deep one delves to know you  
Some are lyrical about how you create and destroy life  
Some are lyrical about how you suck out and breathe in life  
Some are lyrical about your distance or immanent presence 
One may go on and on and on to describe with no end  
Millions have tried and tried but gave up at the end  
The ever generous Lord keeps on giving to the point of satiation  
Since ages and ages all are surviving on this generosity  
O Nanak, the blithe God carries on this operation  
Through Hukam in blissful joy.  
 

In the second stanza Guru gave a brief description of the operation of Hukam, People often recognise 

God from the outcomes of this operation and react accordingly. In the first eight lines of this stanza 

Guru gives peoples’ perception of God and in the last six lines he gives his own opinion. In the first 

line Guru tells us that some people recognise God as a superpower with unmatched prowess. It is 

pertinent to note that Sikhism does not describe God as a superpower or as an Omnipotent entity, as 

this description inherently assumes that God does have some, though weak, opposition. God in Sikhism 

does not have any opposition at all. Instead, Sikhism describes God as “Karta”. Some people translate 

it as Doer or Creator. It is very difficult to translate this Punjabi word into English without losing some 

of its nuances. Whenever we say creator or doer it implies someone who designs or makes something 

with material provided to him. However, God does not rely on anyone to provide him with material, 

nor does he chisel something out of something. God causes everything to happen through its Hukam. 

God does not design a rose with petals meticulously made in a factory, but causes the plant to bloom 

into flowers. In the second line Guru tells us that there are people who relate God to the gifts they get 

from him. People start worshipping these gifts as souvenirs of God. In the third line, Guru tells us that 

there are many who keep on singing praises of God enumerating its various virtues. In the fourth line, 

Guru tells us that there are many out and about in this world who proclaim that concept of God is 

something extremely difficult to understand. They claim it to be very unintelligible, imperceptible and 

indiscernible. In the fifth and sixth line Guru tells us about people who praise God the way It creates 

and destroys life. In the seventh and eighth line, Guru tells us that there are many who say that God is 

living very far away up above in the skies. And there are many who say that God lives very close to 

them, so much so that they can feel its presence.  

In the last six lines of this stanza Guru gives his own opinion. Millions have tried to capture God into 

some sort of theory or explanation but gave up at the end. It is not at all possible to describe God in its 

totality. It is important to note here that there are people who have given accounts of God in very minute 

details. In the preceding eight lines Guru refers to those people. We find extremely fine details of God 

in scriptures of other religions. There are details of Heaven and Hell. There are details about how and 
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when God created this universe. There are details of what happens after death. There are details about 

the path and the difficulties on the path the dead person takes to reach God, heaven or hell. There are 

people who have devised tools to predict the next birth a person takes after death. There is a kind of 

hypocrisy in these exercises. On the one hand these people declare that God is a superpower, omniscient 

and omnipresent and on the other they claim to know everything about the way God works which means 

they are more powerful than God. That is the reason our Guru says that all this is a useless exercise. All 

that we got to remember is that God has been operating this cosmos for millions of years through Its 

Hukam. Everything in this cosmos is surviving on God’s magnanimity. God is never tired of being 

generous. And does this all in blissful joy.  

swcw swihbu swcu nwie BwiKAw Bwau Apwru]AwKih mMgih dyih dyih dwiq kry dwqwru]  
Pyir ik AgY rKIAY ijqu idsY drbwru]muhO ik bolxu bolIAY ijqu suix Dry ipAwru]  
AMimRq vylw scu nwau vifAweI ivcwru]krmI AwvY kpVw ndrI moKu duAwru]  
nwnk eyvY jwxIAY sBu Awpy sicAwru]4] 
 

Eternal God with glories eternal 

Speaks in language of love immeasurable 

We beg and beseech for more and more 

The donor is giving since days of yore 

What can we offer to seek his blessings? 

What should we say to capture his loving attention? 

We have this life, a blessing great  

To contemplate deep and hard on virtues great and glories eternal  

Good deeds breathe in us a life spiritual; make us an enlightened individual 

Be in the know, says Nanak, the True God himself is lit up everywhere. 

 

In this stanza, Guru discusses a common practice of pleasing God with some offerings. Since day one, 

mankind is striving to please God to get favours for themselves. Clever people have exploited this 

inherent desire of mankind to their own benefits and are doing a good business out of it. You don’t 

have to go far to find people who have opened shops to sell sure shot ways to please God. They even 

claim to make God physically present as if God is at their beck and call. You find these people at all 

places and in all religions with slight variation in their tricks to suit their clients. 

As usual Guru approaches this subject in a systematic and logical way discarding and repudiating many 

old dogmas. The fundamental question is what can we do to please God? Can we please God by 

offering gifts in cash or kind? Or do we have to do something else? Guru rules out the first possibility 

as we have nothing that can be offered to God as a gift or offering. A gift is a deliberate relinquishment 

of ownership of something we own in favour of a third person. We do not own anything in this world. 

Everything in this world has come to us as a gift from God. God has bestowed upon mankind all that 

they got. In fact, mankind is asking for more and more and he has been giving it for ages without a 

frown on his face. Eternal God always speaks in language of love and affection. (This is very important 

statement that distinguishes Sikhism from other religions. God in Sikhism is never angry.)  Human 

beings have nothing that has not been given by God to them. So, all those rituals to make offerings at 

places of worship are in fact a farce. Apparently, it will be extremely offensive if we offer God’s gift 

back to God as a gift from us. 

Now if we have nothing that can be offered to God as a gift, then is there anything else that we can 

do to seek his blessings. Guru says yes there is. This life as a human being is a blessing from God. Guru 

says we can make the most of this life as a human being by spending it in the service of God. Guru has 
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used Punjabi word Amrit Vela for this life. The literal meaning of Amrit is nectar and Vela means time 

or period. In GGS Amrit is also the name given to teachings of Guru. Time here stands for the life of a 

human being. So Amrit Vela means our life when we can understand and act as per the teachings of 

Guru. When we act per the teachings of Guru we get incarnated into a new person who feels God in 

everything around him/her. 

 
ਥਾਕਪਆ ਨ ਜਾਇ ਕੀਤਾ ਨ ਹੋਇ ॥ ਆਪੇ ਆਕਪ ਕਨਰੰਜਨੁ ਸੋਇ ॥ 
ਕਜਕਨ ਸੇਕਵਆ ਕਤਕਨ ਪਾਇਆ ਮਾਨੁ ॥ ਨਾਨਕ ਗਾਵੀਐ ਗੁਣੀ ਕਨਧਾਨੁ ॥  
ਗਾਵੀਐ ਸਣੁੀਐ ਮਕਨ ਰਖੀਐ ਭਾਉ ॥ ਦੁਖ ੁਪਰਹਕਰ ਸੁਖੁ ਘਕਰ ਲੈ ਜਾਇ ॥ 
ਗੁਰਮੁਕਖ ਨਾਦੰ ਗੁਰਮੁਕਖ ਵਦੰੇ ਗੁਰਮੁਕਖ ਰਕਹਆ ਸਮਾਈ ॥ ਗੁਰੁ ਈਸਰੁ ਗੁਰੁ ਗੋਰਖੁ ਬਰਮਾ ਗੁਰੁ ਪਾਰਬਤੀ ਮਾਈ ॥ 
ਜੇ ਹਉ ਜਾਣਾ ਆਖਾ ਨਾਹੀ ਕਹਣਾ ਕਥਨੁ ਨ ਜਾਈ ॥  
ਗੁਰਾ ਇਕ ਦੇਕਹ ਬੁਝਾਈ ॥ ਸਭਨਾ ਜੀਆ ਕਾ ਇਕੁ ਦਾਤਾ ਸੋ ਮੈ ਕਵਸਕਰ ਨ ਜਾਈ ॥੫॥ 
 

Cannot be sculptured; cannot be installed 

Immaculate God is self-created 

Those who serve get the reward 

Murmur melodies about the treasure house of merits and virtues  

To earn his respect 

To get rid of pain  

To be in blissful joy 

The one who follows Guru, the wisdom that lights up the melody of God in us 

Enjoys the primordial sound, the unstuck celestial vibration 

Is blessed with the supreme knowledge 

Realizes the all pervasiveness of God 

Guru is Issar, Guru is Gorakh, Guru is Brahma and Guru is Parvati 

Even if I know; I cannot describe  

O Guru, bless me with the understanding and resolve 

To carry in my heart all the time 

Love for God  

Who provides for all. 

 

When the priestly class could not understand, and explain God properly, they created their own 

gods to befool the public. In the process, God has become the most abused person in this world. 

God has been treated sometimes as something super human, at other times as an animal, a bird 

and what not. The way clergy treats God is a classic example of hypocrisy and double talk. In 

one breath, they say God is the creator, in the second breath they themselves become the creator 

of God. On the one hand, they say God is indescribable, on the other hand they start capturing 

God into some weird sculptures. In the fifth stanza of Jap Guru nails this hypocrisy. In India, 

God was/is sculptured out of stones or rocks and installed in temples for worship. Guru discards 

and repudiates this idea, as usual, with logic. No one can create someone who is the one and 

only source of all creations. Guru advises us that instead of indulging in this hypocrisy we 

should rather be focused on singing and listening to the praises of almighty God with a heart 

full of love and respect. If we appreciate the virtues of God, sing and listen to his praises, we 

will be able to eradicate all pain in our life and joy will bloom out forever in our hearts. In the 

fourth line of this stanza Guru explains how to sing praises of God. In this line the term 

Gurmukh has been used for the first time in Guru Granth Sahib. Though this term is a full-

fledged subject in itself, it will be pertinent to mention in brief that Gumukh is a person who 



6 
 

has disciplined his mind to follow the teachings of Guru. Instead of following the dictates of 

his mind, his mind follows the dictates of logic, knowledge and wisdom. When a person listens 

to the wisdom of Guru, he can feel that the whole world vibrates with manifestation of God. 

And he is blessed with ultimate wisdom. In the fifth line Guru refers to the famous deities of 

Hinduism such as Brahma, Shiva, Gorakh and Parvati. The idols of these deities and many 

others are installed in temples as Gods for worship. Guru repudiates this concept and tells us 

that Guru, the ultimate knowledge, replaces all these deities. The last line of this stanza is a 

prayer for an insight from Guru. An insight that God is the only giver or provider for the whole 

world. This is an extremely important statement from Guru. It looks simple at the surface but 

has depths of the ocean in it. Have a look around, and we will find that there are many who 

claim to be the source of support for the humanity. From a small family to a large nation, we 

have a long list of people who claim to be the saviors of those they support. People in the 

developed world have this feeling that numerous lives in the third world countries are 

dependent on their generosity. They have statistical data to support their assertion. All these 

stats are an attempt to turn their backs from the truth that God is the only provider for entire 

humanity. The moment they accept this truth, the dirty politics and chicanery of diplomacy is 

exposed. 

qIriQ nwvw jy iqsu Bwvw ivxu Bwxy ik nwie krI ] 
jyqI isriT aupweI vyKw  ivxu krmw ik imlY leI ]  
miq ivic rqn jvwhr mwixk jy iek gur kI isK suxI ]  
gurw  iek dyih buJweI ] sBnw jIAw kw ieku dwqw so mY ivsir n jweI ] 6 ] 
 

Why should I venture on a pilgrimage 

When it does not find favour with God  

I look around and can’t find a single person       

Who realized God without his grace 

But I do know 

If I follow even one word of wisdom of Guru 

My mind fills up with priceless treasure 

O Guru, bless me with the understanding and resolve 

To always carry in my heart 

Love for God  

Who provides for all. 

 

Interestingly and ironically, God has also been given an address. However, we remember that in stanza 

five of Jap Guru told us that God cannot be sculptured and installed in temples for worship. God cannot 

be made to reside in a place of worship to grant special blessings to the visitor of that shrine or place of 

worship. Since God pervades in the entire cosmos, hence cannot be reduced to an idol in a temple or a 

localized theophany looking after a certain community. Thus, Guru demolishes the very basis of the 

concept behind installation of God in temples or other religious places. The concept of pilgrimage is an 

extension of the concept of a localized God. Over the years this concept has evolved into a full-fledged 

ritual (and business). It is based on following premises. 

• That the places of pilgrimage are holy places 

• That God resides in these holy places. 

• That God blesses all those who visit these places. 

• That visit to these places helps in spiritual upliftment of the pilgrims. 

• That pilgrimage helps cleanse your soul off bad deeds 
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Sikhism repudiates all these concepts. That is why it rejects pilgrimage outright. Instead of performing 

a pilgrimage to seek God’s blessing, it will be better if we inculcate wisdom of Guru in our mind which 

will enrich us spiritually. We should remember all the time that there is only one provider for all on this 

earth. This provider is God. No idol in a temple or a localized theophany has anything to do with what 

we get in our life. 

jy jug cwry Awrjw hor dsUxI hoie]nvw KMfw ivic jwxIAY nwil clY sBu koie] 
cMgw nwau rKwid kY jsu kIriq jig lyie]jy iqsu ndir n AwveI q vwq n puCY ky] 
kItw AMdir kItu kir dosI dosu DrY]nwnk inrguix guxu krY guuxvMiqAw gux dy] 
qyhw koie n suJeI ij iqs gux kry]7] 
 

If one has a long long life, long like eons even ten times more 

Becomes a celebrity followed across the continents 

Enjoys a good reputation acclaimed by one and all 

Will still be an also-ran if unable to win favour from God 

Is declared guilty revealing the worms of negative forces within 

Says Nanak, God transforms meritless into meritorious 

Bestows more merit on the meritorious 

None can add to the merits of God. 

 

In this Stanza Guru refers to yogis, siddhas and Rishis in India who claim to have succeeded in 

elongating their age by some yoga postures or some other spiritual exercises. Guru says that all this is 

a useless exercise. However, Guru’s message is not confined to these personalities form Hinduism, it 

applies to one and all. Guru further say that even if a person becomes a celebrity or a powerful person 

in this world, this does not ensure that God will approve him or her due to their celebrity status. In 

God’s judgement, they may turn out to be a guilty person with several negative forces working within 

them. It is a common knowledge that people can ensure a celebrity status by careful advertising and 

marketing. Professionals are hired to do this. People even campaign to obtain prestigious awards. 

Guru calls this kind of mentality worms of negative forces working within the minds of people. They 

might get a celebrity status in the world, but in the court of God they are declared guilty. No one can 

manufacture virtues for himself or herself, these are bestowed upon by God. A proof of what Guru 

said above is the suicides by many celebrities. When they get sick of falsehood around them, they kill 

themselves. There are many noble laurates in this world. There are many who deserved but did not 

get the noble prize. And there are many who did not deserve but got one. There is lot more that goes 

behind the scenes other than the qualities of a person who gets an award by various organizations in 

this world. Ironically most of the awards given by SGPC and Akal Takhat (both Sikh organizations) are 

also prefect examples of dirty politics rather than acknowledgement of good work. Guru gives the 

fundamental concept here that no one in this world can manufacture virtues for himself or for others. 

They are all gifts granted by God. We hear lot of stories saying that such and such person is a 

personification of honesty, bravery or justice. All these qualities or virtues are bestowed upon these 

people by God. No one can create and add to the virtues of God. A genuine celebrity will always 

acknowledge this. That is why they are so humble in their life. 

suixAY isD pIr swih nwQ]suixAY Driq Dvl Awkws] 
suixAY dIp loA pwqwlu]suixAY poih n skY kwlu] 
nwnk Bgqw sdw ivgwsu]suixAY dUK pwp kw nwsu]8] 
 

Listening leads to 

The spiritual status of the enlightened 

Realization of reality about the earth, the mythical bull and the sky 
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Understanding of continents and different worlds 

Obliterates the fear of death 

Says Nanak, those who listen to Hukam live a life of bliss 

Suffer no agony and do not indulge in sin. 

 

In the preceding stanza, Guru described how people try to advertise themselves showcasing their 

goodness. In the next eight stanzas Guru describes the right path to acquire virtues. This path is to 

listen to and accept the Hukam (the laws that operate this universe) of God. First four stanzas 

concentrate on listening to the Hukam and the next four broach on acceptance of Hukam. Guru 

clarified what is to be listened to and accepted when he used the word Nam in the last four stanzas. 

Nam is synonymous of Hukam in Sikhism. Elsewhere in Guru Granth Sahib it has been clarified that 

acceptance of Nam or Hukam is to follow the wisdom of Guru which among other things translates to 

being rational and logical. There is a catch also. Being rational or logical sometimes ends up in total 

irrationality due to a person’s ego. We must be careful about it. 

Listening to Hukam leads to a stage of spiritual loftiness where ripeness is all. In Indian sub-continent, 

such persons are known as Sidh, Pir or Nath.  If we pay attention to the operation of Hukam or the 

way God is operating in this cosmos we can understand the reality about earth, different continents, 

sky and cosmos. We will be able to see through the falsehood of the story of mythical bull holding this 

earth on its horns. This will result in spiritual upliftment to the realm of saints and we will no longer 

fear death because of realization that all this is happening as per the operation of laws of nature under 

the Hukam of God. Those who start loving this Hukam are always in a kind of bliss with no agony or 

sin in their lives. History across the globe, is replete with examples of great people who accepted death 

with a smile on their faces. 

suixAY eIsru brmw ieMdu]suixAY muiK swlwhx mMdu] 
suixAY jog jugiq qin Byd]suixAY swsq isimRiq vyd] 
nwnk Bgqw sdw ivgwsu]suixAY dUK pwp kw nwsu]9], 
 

Listening leads to 

Truth about gods like Issar, Brahma and Inder 

Understanding and praise of why what we think is bad 

Secrets of yoga and body are revealed and divine knowledge attained 

Says Nanak, those who listen to Hukam live a life of bliss 

Suffer no agony and do not indulge in sin. 
 

Guru continues to discuss effects of paying attention to the Hukam of God, the way God operates this 

cosmos. It results in bursting the balloon of so many myths about different gods operating this cosmos 

like we have Issar, Brahma, Inder etc in Hinduism. These gods in Hinduism are said to be the creators 

and destroyers of life on this earth. Once we start listening to and understand the way God operates 

this cosmos, we no longer believe in these mythical gods. It also blesses us with an understanding of 

reasons and causes behind bad things that happen in this world. Bad things happen only when we 

mess up with the operation of Hukam of God. A perfect example of this is the global warming and its 

consequences on mankind. Another example is irresponsible tapping of underground water for rice 

cultivation in Punjab which is having deleterious effect on climate there.  With this understanding we 

spontaneously praise God whenever something bad happens. We admire God because this puts us to 

the right direction for corrective actions if we want to take one. It helps us understand not only the 

cosmos but also the secrets of our body and gives us the divine knowledge supposedly contained in 
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religious books. That is why those who start loving this Hukam are always in a kind of bliss with no 

agony or sin in their lives. 

suixAY squ sMqoKu igAwnu]suixAY ATsiT kw iesnwnu] 
suixAY piV piV pwvih mwnu]suixAY lwgY shij iDAwnu] 
nwnk Bgqw scw ivgwsu]suixAY dUK pwp kw nwsu]10] 
 

Listening leads to 

Truthfulness, contentment and wisdom  

Gives benefits of pilgrimages 

Leads to Learning and honour   

To a focused and tranquil mind 

Says Nanak, those who listen to Hukam live a life of bliss 

Suffer no agony and do not indulge in sin. 
 

Continuing his argument Guru tells us that listening to Hukam leads to truthfulness and contentment 

in life. People go on to pilgrimages to achieve this. Hindus have sixty-eight places of pilgrimage where 

they go to seek knowledge and contentment in their life. All this can be obtained by paying attention 

to the operation of Hukam of God. It helps us to deeply study and analyse this universe that gives us 

lot of knowledge and fame. It will result in a tranquil mind and life perfectly balanced full of peace and 

poise. That is why those who start loving this Hukam are always in a kind of bliss with no agony or sin 

in their lives. 

 
suixAY srw guxw ky gwh]suixAY syK pIr pwiqswh] 
suixAY AMDY pwvih rwhu]suixAY hwQ hovY Asgwhu] 
nwnk Bgqw scw ivgwsu]suixAY dUK pwp kw nwsu]11] 
 

Listening leads to 

Fathoming the oceans of virtues 

Climbing to the spiritual heights of the enlightened 

Shows the way to the lost 

Have a measure of truth immeasurable 

Says Nanak, those who listen to Hukam live a life of bliss 

Suffer no agony and do not indulge in sin. 
 

Guru finishes his discussion about listening to Hukam in this stanza saying that it leads to the cognition 

and attainment of oceans of virtues and qualities. It will make you spiritually enlightened like Sheikhs 

and Pirs and other divine personalities. It will guide us to the right path. Without this all of us are 

hovering around trying to find our ways like a blind person. It helps us to understand the inscrutable 

truth and the grasp of the fathomless ocean of knowledge. That is why those who start loving this 

Hukam are always in a kind of bliss with no agony or sin in their lives. 

Science and spirituality stands testimony to the truth Guru described in these four stanzas about 

listening or paying attention to the operation of Hukam or order in this Cosmos. People who have 

listened to or paid attention to the way God operates this cosmos has gained tremendous knowledge 

and fame and have served humanity in the best possible way. 

 
mMny kI giq khI n jwie]jy ko khY ipCY pCuqwie] 
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kwgid klm n ilKxhwru] mMny kw bih krin vIcwru] 
AYsw nwmu inrMjnu hoie]jy ko mMin jwxY min koie]12] 
 

Acceptance helps 

Nurture a state of mind that defies description 

If someone has a go, ends up in frustration 

Reflecting on this state you find  

No wordsmith can capture it by pen and paper 

Those who accept Hukam know it is inexpressibly immaculate. 

 

In the next four stanzas Guru describes the mental status of those who accept the Hukam, the way 

God is operating this Universe. It is pertinent to note here that most of the people, be a theist or an 

atheist, do not accept the way God is operating this universe instead they try their best to manoeuvre 

this operation to benefit themselves. Guru has used the word Naam here which is synonymous with 

Hukam in Sikh philosophy. Guru qualifies it with the word “Niranjan” which means something which 

is spotless without blemishes. So “Niranjan Naam” means Hukam that is flawless. The way God 

operates this universe is flawless and immaculate. Those who accept this reach spiritual heights that 

cannot be explained or described. Anyone who tries to do so ends up saying that he or she has not 

been able to capture it in full. In fact, the words are unable to express it. That is why those who have 

accepted Hukam know that even though they realize the full import of it still they cannot describe it.  

mMny suriq hovY min bUiD]mMnY sgl Bvx kI suiD] 
mMnY muih cotw n Kwie]mMnY jm kY swiQ n jwie] 
AYsw nwmu inrMjnu hoie]jy ko mMin jwxY min koie]13] 
 

Acceptance helps  

Mature cognizance into rational intellect 

Understand operation of cosmos 

Avoid to say then eat our words 

Save from spiritual death 

Those who accept Hukam know it is inexpressibly immaculate. 

 

In this second stanza about acceptance Guru tells us that acceptances of the operation of the laws of 

the Universe help to transform our knowledge into rational intellect. We become aware of the entire 

universe and do not say any silly things about its operation. This saves us from claiming something and 

then retracting from our statements when proven wrong. People who have made statements about 

the time this Universe was created, have to eat their words when what they said was proved to be 

incorrect. It is pertinent to know here that there has not been a single utterance in Guru Granth Sahib 

which has so far been proven incorrect by science.  This transformation also provides spiritual strength 

and riddance from fear of death. Acceptance of Hukam promotes rational thinking. That is why those 

who have accepted Hukam know that even though they realize the full import of it still they cannot 

describe it.  

mMnY mwrig Twk n pwie]mMnY piq isau prgtu jwie] 
mMnY mgu n clY pMQ]mMnY Drm syqI snbMDu] 
AYsw nwmu inrMjnu hoie]jy ko mMin jwxY min koie]14] 
 

Acceptance helps  

Clear all the obstacles 
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To live and leave a legacy of good name behind 

Avoid disorientation from cults of various kind 

Connect to the right path 

Those who accept Hukam know it is inexpressibly immaculate. 

 

Continuing his argument Guru says that by accepting the laws of operation of this universe the road 

ahead becomes very clear with no roadblocks or obstacles to stop our march to truth. This also ensures 

that we live and leave this world with honour and respect. This also ensures that we are not 

disoriented and carry on our march ahead unswervingly to achieve our target. No cults and sects can 

distract us from our goal. All these cults and sects, spring up in the name of religion, are in fact pitfalls 

in our way to truth. Once you analyse them you realize that they do not accept Hukam or the laws set 

by God for operation of this cosmos. They present themselves as someone who can interfere in this 

operation and make things happen in their own way. This has been rejected by Sikhism. That is why it 

is said that those who have accepted Hukam know that even though they realize the full import of it 

still they cannot describe it. You cannot manoeuvre something which you cannot even know in full. 

 

mMnY pwvih moKu duAwru ] mMnY prvwrY swDwru ]  
mMnY qrY qwry guru isK ] mMnY nwnk Bvih n iBK ]  
AYsw nwmu inrMjnu hoie ] jy ko mMin jwxY min koie ] 15 ] 
 

Acceptance helps  

Find the way to liberation 

Provide a base to help those around 

Teach and learn the way of liberation 

Does not wander around begging for help 

Those who accept Hukam know it is inexpressibly immaculate. 

 

In this last stanza about acceptance Guru tells us that it opens the doors of liberation. Liberation is 

from falsehood. It is not something personal confined to the individual. Guru makes it clear in the next 

line when he says that it also gives inspiration to those around you to help liberate themselves. It is 

not some kind of a miracle. Liberation happens with learning from and teaching each other. Once we 

have accepted Hukam we cease to wander around seeking help at the doors of various sects. We now 

understand that they can only lead us astray for their own mundane benefits. Those who have 

accepted Hukam know that even though they realize the full import of it still they cannot describe it. 

We can only accept and appreciate it. 

pMc prvwx pMc prDwnu]pMcy pwvih drgih mwnu]pMcy sohih dir rwjwn]  
pMcw kw guru eyku iDAwn] jy ko khY krY ivcwr]krqy kY krxY nwhI sumwru]  
DOlu Drmu dieAw kw pUqu]sMqoKu Qwip riKAw ijin sUiq]jy ko bUJY hovY sicAwru]  
DvlY aupir kyqw Bwru]DrqI horu prY horu horu]iqs qy Bwru qlY kvxu joru]  
jIA jwiq rMgw ky nwv]sBnw iliKAw vuVI klwm]eyhu lyKw iliK jwxY koie]  
lyKw iliKAw kyqw hoie]kyqw qwxu suAwilhu rUpu]kyqI dwiq jwxY kOxu kUqu]  
kIqw pswau eyko kvwau]iqs qy hoey lK drIAwau]kudriq kvx khw vIcwru]  
vwirAw n jwvw eyk vwr]jo quDu BwvY sweI BlI kwr]qU sdw slwmiq inrMkwr]16] 
 

The Enlightened leads, the Enlightened prevails 

The Enlightened wins respect with God 
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The Enlightened adds glory to the court of kings 

The Enlightened deliberate with discerning intellect 

Thinking deep and hard find there is no end to the creation of God 

Law of merciful God is the White Bull holding the cosmos in perfect poise 

One who understands the Law knows the truth 

The mythical bull cannot hold this weight 

There is no end to the earth and no force for the bull to stand on. 

Diverse creatures of diverse colours are all linked together in a continuity 

None can keep a count, the more we count the bigger it becomes 

Wow! What a creative power, what a beauty, what a bounty 

No one can have a measure of it 

God expanded with one set of laws, million streams of life followed 

I am not able to describe it all 

O God, sacrificing a life in your service is not enough 

Whatever you do is best for us 

You are formless and exist forever. 

 

In this stanza, Guru describes the attributes of those who have listened and accepted Hukam or 

Naam. They become enlightened to lead the world and win respect. They also behove in the court 

of kings. One may ask the question that there are “leaders” in this world who are not listening to 

God instead they act as if they themselves are the superpowers. We must understand here that these 

so-called leaders do not lead the world instead they are pushing the wheel of time backwards. The 

real leadership in this world has always come from those people who have listened to and accepted 

the laws of God. These people can be men of religion or men of science or from any other field. 

They are not necessarily political leaders. One thing common in these people is that they derive 

their inspiration or strength from logic and reason. These people may not be holding political 

positions but they have served mankind by leading them out of the darkness of ignorance into the 

light of knowledge. In Guru Granth Sahib “Vivek”, a Punjabi word which means discriminating 

intellect or rational thinking, has been called the Guru. This rational thinking demolishes so many 

old myths like a white bull holding the earth on its horns. Guru discards this myth and tells us that 

the laws of nature designed by merciful God are holding this earth and the entire cosmos in perfect 

poise. It is not possible for the bull to hold the earth as there is an earth and another earth beyond 

it. Moreover, what does the bull stand on while lifting the earth on its horns. This story of bull is 

from Hinduism. There are similar stories in other religions like the one of a giant tortoise holding 

the earth on its back. All these stories fail the test of reason and logic. Guru further tells us that God 

created this world with one set of laws and million streams of life ensued. There are diverse 

creatures in this world having a whole panorama of colours and shades. One cannot even count 

them. One can only wonder at the beauty, power and gifts we receive from God. In the concluding 

four lines Guru says that even if I spend this life to the service of God, thanking him for and 

counting his bounties, it won’t be enough. One can only say that whatever God does is good for 

mankind. God is formless and eternal. The last four lines are common to this and next three stanzas  

  

 
AsMK jp AsMK Bwau]AsMK pUjw AsMK qp qwa]AsMK grMQ muiK vyd pwT]  
AsMK jog min rhih audws]AsMK Bgq gux igAwn vIcwr]AsMK sqI AsMK dwqwr]  
AsMK sUr muh BK swr]AsMK moin ilv lwie qwr]  
kudriq kvx khw ivcwru]vwirAw n jwvw eyk vwr] 
jo quD BwvY sweI BlI kwr]qU sdw slwmiq inrMkwr]17] 

 

 

Millions meditate and recite in love of God 
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Millions perform rituals and practice austerities 

Million scriptures and million recitations 

Millions renounce the world and wander around pursuing Yoga 

Millions contemplate on your virtues in fond devotion 

Millions seek God in charities  

Millions display exemplary valour in war 

Millions stay calm and quiet in meditation 

I am not able to describe it all 

O God, sacrificing a life in your service is not enough 

Whatever you do is best for us 

You are formless and exist forever. 

 

In this stanza, Guru paints a panorama of mankind busy in pleasing God in different ways. 

Countless people are reciting God’s name for love or fear. Some perform various rituals to worship 

God and live an ascetic life. Some keep on reciting from scriptures as their daily routine. Some go 

for Yoga and renounce this world living a very sad and austere life. Some just sing God’s praises 

in devotion and dwell on God’s virtues. Some find solace in doing charity work. And there are 

others who lay down their life fighting bravely in the name of God or country. Some just keep quiet 

for ages trying to shut their minds. All these ways end up in ritualism. However, all this is 

happening as per Hukam of God. In the last lines, Guru says that one cannot measure God’s powers. 

Even if we sacrifice this life to the service of God, thanking him for and counting his bounties, it 

won’t be enough. One can only say that whatever God does is good for mankind. God is formless 

and eternal. 

  

 
AsMK mUrK AMD Gor]AsMK cor hrwmKor]AsMK Amr kir jwih jor] 
AsMK glvF hiqAw kmwih]AsMK pwpI pwpu kir jwih]AsMK kUiVAwr kUVy iPrwih] 
AsMK mlyC mlu BiK Kwih]AsMK inMdk isir krih Bwru]  
nwnku nIc khY ivcwru]vwirAw n jwvw eyk vwr] 
jo quDu BwvY sweI BlI kwr]qU sdw slwmiq inrMkwr]18] 

 

Million fools grope in the darkness 

Millions steal and misappropriate 

Millions rule by tyranny  

Millions slaughter for no reason 

Million sinners live in sin 

Million liars are lost in the cycle of their lies 

Million wicked rot in lower depths 

Millions carry the load of guilt of slander 

Says Nanak the lowly 

O God, sacrificing a life in your service is not enough 

Whatever you do is best for us 

You are formless and exist forever. 

 

 

In this stanza, Guru shifts his focus to another colour in the spectrum of humanity. There are 

millions of fools struggling to understand and groping in the darkness. Fool here does not mean 

dumb witted or a person with a very low IQ. Gurbani calls that person a Fool who is blinded by the 

impact Maya which is the sum of his ego, greed, anger, lust and attachments. That is why he is 

groping in the dark. Under this impact millions steal and embezzle other people’s property. Millions 

become tyrant rulers and dictate their will on others. There are others who have no compunction in 

killing innocent persons. Millions keep on sinning for their whole life and millions manage to build 
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a cocoon of falsehood around them and keep on lying every day. Some plunge to the lower depths 

of society and live a life of wickedness. There are million others who indulge in slander and blame 

good people for no reason. They carry the load of this guilt for their entire life. In the concluding 

lines Guru says with utmost humbleness that one cannot measure God’s powers. Even if we 

sacrifice this life to the service of God, thanking him for and counting his bounties, it won’t be 

enough. One can only say that whatever God does is good for mankind. God is formless and eternal. 

 
AsMK nwv AsMK Qwv]AgMm AgMm AsMK loA]AsMK khih isir Bwru hoie]  
AKrI nwm AKrI swlwh]AKrI igAwnu gIq gux gwh]AKrI ilKxu bolxu bwix]  
AKrw isir sMjog vKwix]ijin eyih ilKy iqsu isir nwih]ijv Purmwey iqv iqv pwih]  
jyqw kIqw qyqw nwau]ivxu nwvY nwhI ko Qwau]kudriq kvx khw vIcwru]  
vwirAw n jwvw eyk vwr]jo quDu BwvY sweI BlI kwr]qU sdw slwmiq inrMkwr]19] 
 
Million places with million names 

Million planets beyond beyond our reach 

Innumerable does not say what I want to say 

Language is the means to articulate Naam and glories 

Language is the vehicle of wisdom and virtues 

Language we write in and language we speak with 

Language helps explain connections in cosmos 

The one who scripted this is not in the connections 

It works to his orders 

His creations are his glories manifest 

Not a place sans the glories 

I am not able to describe it all 

O God, sacrificing a life in your service is not enough 

Whatever you do is best for us 

You are formless and exist for ever. 

 
 
In this stanza, Guru shifts his focus from earth to cosmos. There are millions of places with umpteen 

names. There are planets we cannot even reach to. To say that these are countless is also short of truth. 

You can’t express this in words. However, we have no other means to express. We use words to express 

God’s glories and Hukam. Words are used to convey thoughts of wisdom and tenets of virtues. We 

write with words and speak with words. Words ae used to convey the coherence of connections in this 

cosmos. But God who designed these connections is beyond these connections though all the 

connections work as per his laws. All these creations are signatures of his glories. You can’t find a place 

that does not sing his glories. What this means is that everything in this cosmos is a kind of melody if 

we are fortunate enough to be able to hear it. In the last four lines Guru says that one cannot measure 

God’s powers. Even if we sacrifice this life to the service of God, thanking him for and counting 

his bounties, it won’t be enough. One can only say that whatever God does is good for mankind. 

God is formless and eternal. 
 
 
BrIAY hQu pYru qnu dyh]pwxI DoqY auqrsu Kyh] 
mUq plIqI kpVu hoie]dy swbUxu leIAY Ehu Doie]  
BrIAY miq pwpw kY sMig]Ehu DopY nwvY kY rMig]  
puMnI pwpI AwKxu nwih]kir kir krxw iliK lY jwhu]  
Awpy bIij Awpy hI Kwhu]nwnk hukmI Awvhu jwhu]20] 
 
Water washes the body smeared with dirt  

If pee and shit is on the clothes soap cleans it away 
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If mind get murkier with sins, then Naam is the remedy 

Obeying laws of nature restores neat and tidy mind 

Sin and virtue are not mere empty words 

Good and bad deeds impact you for sure 

As we sow so shall be reap is the law of nature 

Spiritual birth and death is the fruit we pick as per Hukam. 

 

In this stanza, Guru says that if our body gets dirty with dust or soil we will be able to wash it clean by 

water. And if our clothes are sullied with human faeces and urine we wash them using soap or other 

detergents. However, if we have a dirty mind then the only remedy is Naam. Naam as we have 

mentioned before is the synonym of Hukam, the laws that operate this cosmos. We need to appreciate 

and understand those laws which are also manifestation of God’s attributes. For example, all laws in 

this cosmos operate with utmost equity discriminating with no one. That is how our life should be. 

These laws are also fearless. That is how we should conduct ourselves. Once we start living our life per 

these laws our mind will start regaining its pristine beauty. Guru further tells us that sin or virtue are 

not just words in the books. They are real in life. In the prevailing religious atmosphere sin is not taken 

as seriously as it should be. People have devised rituals to expiate sins which has led people to keep on 

sinning again and again. Guru makes it clear that whatever you sow in your life you will reap that crop 

yourself in this life. No one else can help you. As soon as you commit a sin you suffer a spiritual death 

and as soon as you get on to the right path God gives you another life. Getting on the right path does 

not mean doing some rituals. It means a change in the life style. 

 
 
qIrQu qpu dieAw dqu dwnu]jy ko pwvY iql kw mwnu]suixAw mMinAw min kIqw Bwau]  
AMqrgiq qIriQ mil nwau]siB gux qyry mY nwhI koie]ivxu gux kIqy Bgiq n hoie]  
suAsiq AwiQ bwxI brmwau]siq suhwxu sdw min cwau] 
kvxu su vylw vKqu kvxu kvx iQiq kvxu vwru]kvix is ruqI mwhu kvxu ijqu hoAw Awkwru]  
vyl n pweIAw pMfqI ij hovY lyKu purwxu]vKqu n pwieE kwdIAw ij ilKin lyKu kurwxu]  
iQiq vwru nw jogI jwxY ruiq mwhu nw koeI]jw krqw isrTI kau swjy Awpy jwxY soeI]  
ikv kir AwKw ikv swlwhI ikau vrnI ikv jwxw]nwnk AwKix sBu ko AwKY iek dU ieku isAwxw]  
vfw swihbu vfI nweI kIqw jw kw hovY]nwnk jy ko AwpO jwxY AgY gieAw n sohY ]21] 
 
 
Pilgrimage, penance and donation in compassion  

Carry little reward 

Listening accepting and loving from the core of heart 

Cleanse all the mud off your mind 

O God! Not a single virtue do I have, all come from you 

Without cultivating your virtues, love for you is hollow 

Salute to the creator! 

Eternal, stunning in perfect bloom 

What was the time, the moment, the day, the date or month? 

When did, genesis start, no one knows 

The Pundit does not have in the Puran 

The Qazi does not have in the Quran 

The Yogi does not have a clue about the date or day 

It did not start in any month or season 

Only the Creator knows the time of creation 

How to describe, how to admire, I got no idea 

Know-alls claim to know more than each other  

Lord is great, laws are great that ordain all 

Says Nanak, any claim to know ends up in disgrace and pall 
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In the previous stanza, Guru talked about the remedy to cleanse our mind. In this stanza, Guru talks 

about some of the popular remedies people resort to like going on pilgrimages, doing penance and 

charity work. Guru says that all this does not carry much weight in the court of God. In the previous 

stanza, Guru also told us that by appreciating the Creator we can inculcate good virtues in our mind. 

Here Guru says that all these virtues are with God and love for God happens only when we cultivate 

these virtues in our life and make them our way of life. Then we realized that God is eternal, stunning 

and always in blissful bloom.  We salute to his creations and virtues. However, Guru warns us that there 

is also a pitfall in this path. Instead of appreciating God, people can start laying claims to know 

everything about God. No one can know God in its totality. No one knows when and why God created 

this cosmos. It is not in any religious book. Hindus don’t know it. Muslims don’t know it.  If anybody 

has claimed to know it, that has been proven wrong.  Though people claim to know everything but 

reality is that only God knows these secrets. We need to remember that Lord is great and his laws are 

great. Everything happens per his orders. There are people who claim to be wiser than each other and 

make statements about the creation of God. At the end of the day, they are all proven wrong and cut a 

sorry figure. 

 
 
pwqwlw pwqwl lK Awgwsw Awgws]EVk EVk Bwil Qky vyd khin iek vwq] 
shs ATwrh khin kqybw AsulU ieku Dwqu ] lyKw hoie q ilKIAY lyKY hoie ivxwsu]  
nwnk vfw AwKIAY Awpy jwxY Awpu]22] 
 
Million worlds underneath and million skies above 

Tired of counting say the Vedas 

Eighteen thousand say the Semitic scriptures 

God is manifest as cosmos through Maya 

Is not countable, any attempt comes to naught for sure 

Says Nanak, God is great who alone knows himself. 

 

In this stanza, Guru continues his argument from previous stanza. No one can have a full measure 

of God’s creations. There are planets beyond planets without an end. Hundreds of thousands of 

earths and skies without an end. The sages who wrote Vedas tried to have a guess but gave up at 

the end. The Semitic scriptures mention about eighteen thousand realms. Truth is that God has 

become manifest as cosmos through Maya. And this creation is not countable. Anyone who tried 

has perished before he finished. Let us give up and salute to the greatness of God. He alone knows 

his imperceptible ways. In our life, we struggle to know who we are and if we claim to know God 

it is only something laughable. 

 
swlwhI swlwih eyqI suriq n pweIAw]ndIAw AqY vwh pvih smuMid n jwxIAih]  
smuMd swh sulqwn igrhw syqI mwlu Dnu]kIVI quil n hovnI jy iqsu mnhu n vIsrih]23] 
 
None has the intellect 

To account for all the glories of God 

A river flowing into the ocean can never know its depth 

A king with mountains of wealth is poorer 

Than the destitute who has God in mind all the time. 

 

In this stanza, Guru touches on the subject from another angle. At the very start it has been 

recommended that we should appreciate and admire God’s virtues. However even if we do this 

from the core of our heart for a long long time, we won’t be able to account for all his virtues. This 

fact is being continuously corroborated by science with new inventions and discoveries. Guru 

further says that a person admiring God is like a river that flows back into the ocean and merges 

with it. losing its identity. In other words, that person becomes incapable of saying anything. But 
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that does not mean that praising God is an exercise in futility. This makes you spiritually rich. A 

poor person who has God in mind all the time is richer than the king who has mountains of wealth. 

Guru has used the symbol of an ant for a destitute or a penniless person. It is significant to know 

that an ant always works hard as a team with utmost patience. 

 
AMqu n isPqI khix n AMqu]AMqu n krxY dyix n AMqu]AMqu n vyKix suxix n AMqu]  
AMqu n jwpY ikAw min mMqu]AMqu n jwpY kIqw Awkwru ] AMqu n jwpY pwrwvwru]  
AMq kwrix kyqy ibllwih] qw ky AMq n pwey jwih ] eyhu AMqu n jwxY koie]  
bhuqw khIAY bhuqw hoie ] vfw swihbu aUcw Qwau] aUcy aupir aUcw nwau]  
eyvfu aUcw hovY koie]iqsu aUcy kau jwxY soie]  
jyvfu Awip jwxY Awip Awip]nwnk ndrI krmI dwiq]24] 

 

Endless glories; endless narrations 

Limitless are your bounties and creations 

Watch and listen with no end in sight 

Inscrutable is your creative mind 

Boundless are your designs and formations 

Impossible to find the end of your creations 

Millions toiled hard and failed to find the end 

No one will ever know the end 

The more you find the vast it becomes 

Great Lord operates from a position great 

With a command, potent and great 

To know him well need to reach that stature 

No one else is privy to your greatness 

Bless me with the gift of this understanding says Nanak. 

 

Guru continues his argument from the previous stanza.  God’s glories or praises are so many that 

we cannot count them or finish relating them. His gifts are enormous. His creations are limitless. 

One can study these creations for as long as one can but there is no end to it. No one can know 

what is in God’s mind regarding his creations. Many have tried in vain. The more we try to know 

about these creations, the more we realize our ignorance. It is interesting to note that the 

encyclopaedia of ignorance is much bigger than the encyclopaedia of knowledge man has been 

able to gather so far. God is operating from a high pedestal where no one can reach. Hence no one 

can know God in full. We should seek God’s blessing to provide us with an understanding that God 

alone know his ways.  

 
bhuqw krmu iliKAw nw jwie ] vfw dwqw iqlu n qmwie ] kyqy mMgih joD Apwr ]  
kyiqAw gxq nhI vIcwru ] kyqy Kip qutih vykwr ] kyqy lY lY mukru pwih ]  
kyqy mUrK KwhI Kwih ] kyiqAw dUK BUK sd mwr ] eyih iB dwiq qyrI dwqwr ]  
bMid KlwsI BwxY hoie ] horu AwiK n skY koie ] jy ko Kwieku AwKix pwie ] 
Ehu jwxY jyqIAw muih Kwie ] Awpy jwxY Awpy dyie ] AwKih is iB kyeI kyie ]  
ijs no bKsy isPiq swlwh ] nwnk pwiqswhI pwiqswhu ] 25 ] 
 
Blessings too many to record 

The Great Giver gives with no motive 

Warriors great beg at your door 

Million others can’t even count  

Umpteen others tried in vain 

Many get but still deny  

Many more are gluttonous fools 

Score others live under the spell of greed and misery 



18 
 

This bondage works as per your command 

Redemption is in acceptance of Hukam 

One can see no other way 

If a moron claims, ends up in shame 

You know when to give when to deny 

Those who love and adore your ways 

Are the Kings among kings! Says Nanak. 

 

 In this stanza, Guru tells us about the gifts and favours we get from God. They are too many to be 

counted. One thing peculiar about this is that unlike the gifts we receive from our friends, the gifts from 

God are not a give and take situation. God gives without any requirement on our part to pay him back 

in gifts or money. In fact, as Guru told us earlier in Jap that there is nothing that we can offer to God. 

Everything we have in this world is a gift from God. However, we can see people all the time seeking 

favour from God in exchange of doing something or offering something to God. Guru tell us that 

warriors can be seen begging at the door of God. We cannot even count the number of people asking 

favours from God. This is evident from the crowds at all religious places. Some get their wishes fulfilled 

but still many get frustrated. Many get the gifts but do not give credit to God. There are others who 

keep on consuming the gifts of God like voracious gluttons. There are others who fall into the vicious 

cycle of greed and suffering for their entire life. They are in a kind of bondage they can’t break out free. 

The freedom comes with acceptance of God’s Hukam because this bondage also works per the laws of 

nature operating under Hukam. This is the only way of redemption. Any claim otherwise will lead to 

frustration at the end. There are many who understand that it is up to God only to decide to give or deny 

any one. Nanak says that those who love and adore God’s Hukam are the real Kings. 

 

 
Amul gux Amul vwpwr]Amul vwpwrIey Amul BMfwr]Amul Awvih Amul lY jwih]  
Amul Bwie Amulw smwih]Amulu Drmu Amulu dIbwxu]Amulu qulu Amulu prvwxu]  
Amulu bKsIs Amulu nIswxu]Amulu krmu Amulu Purmwxu]Amulo Amulu AwiKAw n jwie]  
AwiK AwiK rhy ilv lwie]AwKih vyd pwT purwx]AwKih pVy krih viKAwx]  
AwKih brmy AwKih ieMd AwKih gopI qY goivMd]AwKih eIsr AwKih isD]  
AwKih kyqy kIqy buD]AwKih dwnv AwKih dyv]AwKih suir nr muin jn syv]  
kyqy AwKih AwKix pwih]kyqy kih kih auiT auiT jwih]eyqy kIqy hoir kryih]  
qw AwiK n skih kyeI kyie]jyvfu BwvY qyvfu hoie]nwnk jwxY swcw soie]  
jy ko AwKY bol uivgwVu]qw ilKIAY isir gwvwrw gwvwru]26] 
 
Invaluable virtues; precious exchange 

Invaluable traders; precious stock 

Invaluable patrons; precious deals 

Invaluable love; invaluable submission 

Invaluable the law; invaluable the court 

Invaluable the rule; invaluable the logic 

Invaluable the grace; invaluable the stamp 

Invaluable the blessing; invaluable the order 

Invaluable beyond description, many tried in deep meditation 

Vedas tried, Puranas tried; the learned discuss and discourse 

Brahma or Inder, Krishna and his beloveds 

Shiva and the siddhas, many a Buddha 

The gods and demons; the angels, the silent sages and the devout 

Millions tried to describe; Millions continue to have a go 

Millions tried, millions more will try; All will fail to describe 

Nanak says you are what you want to be; known only to yourself  

One who brags to know your size, is known as illiterate and unwise. 
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In this stanza, Guru dwells on the virtues of God from another angle. They are not only innumerable 

they are also priceless. They are so invaluable that those who inculcate and promote those values also 

become invaluable. These virtues are not in any religious book but are manifest as set of laws operating 

in this cosmos. These laws are fair and square to the core. Those who live these virtues are blessed ones 

and are always immersed in love for God. We can take an example. Everybody is treated with equality 

and fairness under the laws of God or Hukam operating in this cosmos. Anybody who practices this 

value in his life automatically falls in love with humanity. When these values are reciprocated, they 

become even more invaluable. It is not at all possible to describe these virtues in full. Vedas and Puranas 

tried but failed. The learned give discourses on these virtues but they also fall short of the exact 

description. They talk about Brahma, Inder, Krishan and his beloved Gopies. They talk about Shiva, 

siddhas and Buddha. They tell us about angels and demons, sages who never speak and the devout 

followers. All of them failed to describe the virtues. People are still doing it. They will keep on doing 

it. But none of them will succeed. Because only God knows his size. God can be of any size he wants 

to be. Some brag to know God in full. They end up being described as stupid morons. 

 

 

so dru kyhw so Gru kyhw ijqu bih srb smwly]vwjy nwd Anyk AsMKw kyqy vwvxhwry]  
kyqy rwg prI isau khIAin kyqy gwvxhwry]gwvih quhno pauxu pwxI bYsMqru gwvY rwjw Drmu duAwry] 
gwvih icqu gupqu iliK jwxih iliK iliK Drmu vIcwry]gwvih eIsru brmw dyvI sohin sdw svwry ] 
gwvih ieMd iedwsix bYTy dyviqAw dir nwly]gwvih isD smwDI AMdir gwvin swD ivcwry]  
gwvin jqI sqI sMqoKI gwvih vIr krwry]gwvin pMifq pVin rKIsr jugu jugu vydw nwly]  
gwvih mohxIAw mnu mohin surgw mC pieAwly]gwvin rqn aupwey qyry ATsiT qIrQ nwly]  
gwvih joD mhwbl sUrw gwvih KwxI cwry]gwvih KMf mMfl vrBMfw kir kir rKy Dwry]  
syeI quDuno gwvih jo quDu Bwvin rqy qyry Bgq rswly] 
hor kyqy gwvin sy mY iciq n Awvin nwnku ikAw vIcwry]  
soeI soeI sdw scu swihbu swcw swcI nweI]hY BI hosI jwie n jwsI rcnw ijin rcweI]  
rMgI rMgI BwqI kir kir ijnsI mwieAw ijin aupweI]  
kir kir vyKY kIqw Awpxw ijv iqs dI vifAweI]jo iqsu BwvY soeI krsI hukmu n krxw jweI]  
so pwiqswhu swhw pwiqswihbu nwnk rhxu rjweI]27] 

 

 
What kind of door; What kind of mansion 

Wherefrom you mind your creation 

Some sing out your place having  

Million symphonies; million musicians 

Million musical modes: million singers 

Deity of air, deity of water, deity of fire and the deity of death 

Chitgupat keeping all the accounts of deeds good and bad 

The Brahma, the Shiva and beautiful consorts around 

Inder on his throne; lots of angels around 

The siddhas in deep meditation and devout saints 

The celibates, the warriors brave 

The learned Pundit giving discourses on Vedas since times yore. 

The charming damsels from heaven, earth and the nether world 

The jewels churned out of ocean; sixty-eight pilgrimages 

The mighty warriors; four ways of breeding 

The planets, their circles, the cosmos sustained 

They all sing as per your will in loving devotion  

Many more cannot even recall, what can Nanak say 

 

Eternal Lord and his eternal glories, always resides in his creation 

The creator is there now; will always be there  
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Manifest in diverse colours and kinds  

Enjoys what he creates; that is his greatness 

Creates what he likes; not to any one’s order 

Nanak surrenders to this King of Kings. (1) 

 

In this stanza, Guru answers an often-asked question. Where is God? Where he lives? Can we see him? 

Can we meet and talk to him? In the first part, he describes the answers given by various religions and 

then in the last part he gives his own opinion. People paint a picture of heaven where God resides 

having the best music, the best songs etc. This picture is often juxtaposed with horrific scenes from 

hell to entice people for a place in heaven. In some descriptions, we have so many deities serving God 

in his heaven. So many beautiful and alluring ladies are enchanting with their dance moves. 

Chitargupat is said to be keeping all accounts of good and bad deeds of mankind on behalf of God. In 

Hinduism we have god called Inder ruling in this heaven with so many other gods to assist him. We 

also have scholars engaged in intricate discussions about complex issues. Then we have celibates, the 

warriors the saints- all said to be attending the court of God. Guru gave this account from what he 

understood from the available sources of information. He further says that there could be other 

accounts about which he is not aware of.  

In the second part Guru says that all he knows that God who created this cosmos has always been 

there and will always be there no matter what happens to this creation. He created this cosmos of 

varied colours and kinds and is residing in his creations. He is not separate from his creations and 

enjoys what he creates and does not take any order to create. As opposed to other religions, God here 

is not deemed to be separate from his creation. There is not a single thing in this cosmos, good or bad, 

which is not a part of God. At the same time, there is not a single thing in this cosmos which can be 

called God. There is not a single place in this cosmos where god is absent. At the same time, there is 

not a single place which can be described as residence of God. God is the king of kings. Nanak 

surrenders to his will. It is a kind of paradox that God is and is not this cosmos. Let us understand it by 

asking the question where God was when there was no cosmos. Guru has answered this question at 

the very start that before this expansion God was in its compressed state, what he calls “Ikonkar”. 

Science calls it “Singularity”. 

 

 
 
muMdw sMqoKu srmu pqu JolI iDAwn kI krih ibBUiq]iKMQw kwlu kuAwrI kwieAw jugiq fMfw prqIiq]  
AweI pMQI sgl jmwqI min jIqY jgu jIqu] 
Awdysu iqsY Awdysu]Awid AnIlu Anwid Anwhiq jugu jugu eyko vysu]28]  
 
Let contentment be your earrings; hard work your begging bowl 

Smear ash of contemplation all around 

Remembrance of death be your robe; untainted body be the technique 

Make knowledge as your walking stick 

Universal brotherhood is the elite Yoga 

Master of the mind is the master of the world 

Salute to the immaculate lord with no beginning and end 

Perennial throughout the ages 

 
In the next four stanzas Guru talks about Yogis. Yogis followed a different path than the 

mainstream Hinduism. They shun the normal life of a householder and spend their life hiding in 

jungles or caves. The Yogis consider Shiva as their God and the most famous Yogi is Gorakhnath. 
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The yogic cult developed fast and there were 12 branches of Yogis. They claimed to have obtained 

miraculous powers by doing Yoga. They wear hooped earrings through the cartilages of their ears, 

which is cut open with a dagger at the time of initiation. They smear ash on their bodies. Most of 

them are naked or wear only scanty clothes. Whenever Yogis meet, they salute each other saying 

“aades tise aades” which means “salute to that one” referring to the head of their cult. Guru 

disapproved of their way of life and these four stanzas are addressed to them. 

 

O Yogi instead of renouncing this world and becoming a sanyasi, let contentment be your earrings 

of initiation into Yoga. And instead of begging for food earn it through hard work. Be aware that 

God is always with you and wear the remembrance of death as your yogic robe. Keep your body 

pure by not indulging in any bad deed and walk with the help of the stick of knowledge. If you treat 

and love everybody alike you will be become the best yogi. Conquering your mind is akin to 

conquering the world. Instead of saluting Shiva or your cult Guru always salute to God who has no 

beginning or end, is immaculate, and has been the same throughout the ages.  
 
Bugiq igAwnu dieAw BMfwrix Git Git vwjih nwd]Awip nwQu nwQI sB jw kI iriD isiD Avrw swd] 
sMjogu ivjogu duie kwr clwvih lyKy Awvih Bwg]  
Awdysu iqsY Awdysu]Awid AnIlu Anwid Anwhiq jugu jugu eyko vysu]29]  
 
Make knowledge the food and let compassion to wait upon 

Listen to the celestial melody in one and all 

The Master controls everything; Indulgence in miracles is a diversion 

Birth and death runs the life cycle; doling out what we deserve 

Salute to the immaculate lord with no beginning and end 

Perennial throughout the ages 

 

 

O yogi, pay attention to the sound of God vibrating in one and all. Let knowledge be your favourite 

food and share it with all around you without any discrimination. Remembers that God is in control of 

everything no one else can make things happen. All the supernatural powers you brag off are leading 

you up the wrong path. They are a kind of diversion leading you away from truth. Birth and death carry 

on the business of life on this earth. All of us will die one day and will get only what we deserve. Instead 

of saluting Shiva or your cult Guru always salute to God who has no beginning or end, is 

immaculate, and has been the same throughout the ages.  

 
eykw mweI jugiq ivAweI iqin cyly prvwxu]ieku sMswrI ieku BMfwrI ieku lwey dIbwxu]  
ijv iqsu BwvY iqvY clwvY ijv hovY Purmwxu ] Ehu vyKY Enw ndir n AwvY bhuqw eyhu ivfwxu]  
Awdysu iqsY Awdysu ] Awid AnIlu Anwid Anwhiq jugu jugu eyko vysu ]30]  
 

Single Maya got pregnant by a trick; producing three kids 

One creates, one sustains and one destroys is alleged 

God operates this cosmos the way he likes 

Himself invisible, but watches it all  

Is a puzzle for us all? 
Salute to the immaculate lord with no beginning and end 

Perennial throughout the ages 

 

In this stanza, Guru refers to a mythical story about the creation of the trinity of Hindu Gods who 

are said to be running this Universe. All three are believed to be the progeny of one power called 

Mayee or mother. Brahma, the eldest son, is said to be the creator, Vishnu takes care of nursing 

and preservation while the youngest son Shiva is the god for destruction of this universe. They 

were born when their mother Mayee or Maya got pregnant by a kind of trick. Guru disapproves of 
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this story and theory and says that the universe is being run by God who provides for us all and do 

not need any help. The most incredible and wonderful thing about this is that while God is watching 

everything, no one else can see him. Instead of saluting Shiva or your cult Guru always salute to 

God who has no beginning or end, is immaculate, and has been the same throughout the ages.  
 
Awsxu loie loie BMfwr]jo ikCu pwieAw su eykw vwr]kir kir vyKY isrjxhwru]  
nwnk scy kI swcI kwr]  
Awdysu iqsY Awdysu]Awid AnIlu Anwid Anwhiq jugu jugu eyko vysu]31] 
 
Resides in all the planets, replete with treasures 

Provided everything in one go 

Watches the continuous creation carefully 

O Nanak, the Eternal lord’s creations are eternal 

Salute to the immaculate lord with no beginning and end 

Perennial throughout the ages 

 

Guru continues his argument from the last stanza. We don’t need any god to provide for the 

creatures on planets. God has made such an arrangement that he provided for everything 

everywhere. And God is present at all places or planets. He has provided for everything for that 

planet in one go. A creature comes into existence only when the environment is ready for its 

existence. Everything on this earth is already there for the creatures to live upon. This is also proved 

correct by the fact that no one has been able to create any matter on this earth. All that man is doing 

is changing the shape of matter to create new things. However, God is also imperceptibly running 

creative activity on all the planets. This creative activity is within the material already provided on 

each planet. Whatever he does is eternal truth because he himself is truth. Instead of saluting Shiva 

or your cult Guru always salute to God who has no beginning or end, is immaculate, and has been 

the same throughout the ages.  

 
iek dU jIBO lK hoih lK hovih lK vIs]lKu lKu gyVw AwKIAih eyku nwmu jgdIs]  
eyqu rwih piq pvVIAw cVIAY hoie iekIs]suix glw Awkws kI kItw AweI rIs]  
nwnk ndrI pweIAY kUVI kUVY TIs]32]  
 
If I had a million tongues, even twenty times more  

Each tongue uttering the word God millions of times  

Is this being the step leading to realization of truth 

It is like the lowly yearning to emulate the elite 

Says Nanak, without grace of God all else is just bunkum 

 

In this stanza, Guru refers to a popular misconception that if we keep on uttering the name of God 

incessantly for many years we can realize God. There are stories about this in Hinduism which has 

inspired many to go into hiding away from the hustle bustle of life to do this and realize God. Guru says 

that this won’t happen even if we have millions of tongues and all utter the name of God millions of 

times together. This is simply a case of an undeserving person wishing to emulate the achievements of 

great people without following their teachings. We cannot force God. That is why the most important 

thing is the grace of God. Once our actions are accepted by God only then we can hope to get some 

reward. You may not utter the name of God even for once. Elsewhere in Guru Granth Sahib it has been 

clearly stated that God knows our intentions even if we do not give them any words. Everything else 

without acceptance of God is mere claptrap and hogwash. We are deceiving none but ourselves.  
 
 
 
AwKix joru cupY nh joru]joru n mMgix dyix n joru]joru n jIvix mrix nh joru]  
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joru n rwij mwil min soru]joru n surqI igAwin vIcwir]joru n jugqI CutY sMswru]  
ijsu hiQ joru kir vyKY soie]nwnk auqmu nIcu n koie]33] 
 
Speech or silence is not in our control 

To solicit or supply is not in our control 

Life and death is not in our control 

Power, pelf and agitated mind is not in our control 

Acquiring and discussing knowledge is not in our control 

Salvation is not in our control 

The Controller controls everything 

No one is superior or inferior, says Nanak. 

 

 

In the previous stanza, Guru talked about the futility of attempts to force God to grant favours. In 

this stanza, Guru makes it further clear that nothing can be achieved by force. God is controlling 

everything through the set of laws operating in this cosmos. The reality is that we do not even have 

freedom or power to speak or remain silent. We cannot obtain something by force or give something 

by force. Death and life are beyond our control. The power, the pelf and all the turbulences in our 

mind are not running as per our will. Nor can you attain salvation by some concerted efforts. God 

is the controller who has hegemony over all this. The good thing about all this is that God does not 

favour any one nor does he dislikes anyone. All of us are equal in his eyes. We will get a fair deal 

in the court of God. So, we should focus on doing good deeds and leave it to God to give us the 

reward. We do not need to make any extra effort to showcase the good we are doing. 

 
rwqI ruqI iQqI vwr]pvx pwxI AgnI pwqwl]iqsu ivic DrqI Qwip rKI Drm swl]  
iqsu ivic jIA jugiq ky rMg]iqn ky nwm Anyk Anµq]krmI krmI hoie vIcwru]  
scw Awip scw drbwru]iqQY sohin pMc prvwxu ]ndrI krim pvY nIswxu]  
kc pkweI EQY pwie]nwnk gieAw jwpY jwie]34] 
 
Nights and seasons; days and weeks 

Positioned in air, water and fire  

Earth is a school of righteousness 
Where countless varied creatures with varied names 

Are judged for their deeds 

By God fair and square 
The deserving noble get honoured and acknowledged 

The truth and falsehood are sifted apart 

Says Nanak, only the result testifies achievement.  
 
 

In the previous stanza, Guru rejected the concept of repeating God’s name incessantly for millions of 

time to understand and realize God and the idea of forcing our ways into the realm of truth. In the next 

four stanzas Guru gives his own opinion. Guru starts in a realistic and scientific manner. We are born 

on this earth which is blessed with air, water and fire and we have seasons, days and nights happening 

on it. This earth is like a school where we sit for an exam and are judged by the deeds we write in the 

length and breadth of our age. God is the impartial and just examiner and only the deserving gets 

rewarded and acknowledged. No one can put a claim to the reward saying he or she has done this or 

that good deed. It is for the judge to decide. Only the final award is the proof that you have passed 

successfully from this school or in other words the deeds you have done have been acknowledged and 

accepted as good deeds. 

 

 
Drm KMf kw eyho Drm]igAwn KMf kw AwKhu krmu]kyqy pvx pwxI vYsMqr kyqy kwn mhys]  
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kyqy brmy GwViq GVIAih rUp rMg ky vys]kyqIAw krm BUmI myr kyqy kyqy DU aupdys]  
kyqy ieMd cMd sUr kyqy kyqy mMfl dys] kyqy isD buD nwQ kyqy kyqy dyvI vys] 
kyqy dyv dwnv muin kyqy kyqy rqn smuMd]kyqIAw KwxI kyqIAw bwxI kyqy pwq nirMd]  
kyqIAw surqI syvk kyqy nwnk AMqu n AMqu]35] 

 

The school of righteousness runs on this canon 

Discuss the consequence of learning obtained 

Reality dawns upon and truth revealed  

About gods of air, water and fire, the Krishna and Shiva 

The varied creations of Brahmas 

The multitude of action fields, the mountains, the multitude of sermons 

Countless Indra, Moons, Suns and planets 

Countless Siddhas’ and Buddha; Naths and angels 

The gods and demons; silent sages, the oceans and treasures 

Countless ways to breed; countless languages and kings 

Countless beliefs and die-hard followers 

Incalculable is the end of this creation, says Nanak. 

 

Continuing his thought, Guru says that when a person is working hard and honest in this school of 

earth he or she gains tremendous knowledge. This school is not to be confused with a place where 

principles of ethics or righteousness are learnt. This earth is a school where one lives and learns. 

This is a school where you practice life with the tools of learning. Or we may put it like this is a 

school where your learning or wisdom is tested in the lab of life. To succeed here, you need to 

nurture and cherish rational thinking which leads to lot of knowledge. With the dawn of this 

knowledge, whole truth about universe is revealed. You can see through the reality of various gods 

and demons. The rationale behind the emergence of the philosophical thoughts is clear now. You 

can only wonder at this awesome creation. Various languages and various belief patterns followed 

strictly by their followers. Countless ways the life springs up in this world and countless planets. 

There is no end to this creation.  

 

 
igAwn KMf mih igAwnu prcMfu]iqQY nwd ibnod kof Anµdu]  
srm KMf kI bwxI rUpu]iqQY GwViq GVIAY bhuqu AnUpu]qw kIAw glw kQIAw nw jwih]  
jy ko khY ipCY pCuqwie]iqQY GVIAY suriq miq min buiD]iqQY GVIAY surw isDw kI suiD]36]  
 

 

Realm of knowledge is learning aflame 

Spectacle of melodies; tranquillity galore 

Leading to realm of creativity and toil 

Chiselling life into a beauty beyond words 

Cannot be described; cannot be explained 

Any attempt ends in repent 

Learning transformed to wisdom ingrained in mind 

Shaping man into an angel accomplished 

 

 

Knowledge is the fruit of rational thinking and brings lot of joy and pleasure in life. However, the 

greater joy comes when this knowledge is put into practice which however involves lot of hard 

work. It results in lot of innovations and creations. Life becomes exemplary and beautiful. It is not 

possible to describe this beauty. Knowledge matures into intellect capable of controlling the mind 

and chisels it into a perfection.  
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krm KMf kI bwxI joru]iqQY horu n koeI horu]iqQY joD mhwbl sUr]  
iqn mih rwmu rihAw BrpUr]iqQY sIqo sIqw mihmw mwih]qw ky rUp n kQny jwih]  
nw Eih mrih n Twgy jwih]ijn kY rwmu vsY mn mwih]iqQY Bgq vsih ky loA]  
krih Anµdu scw min soie]sc KMif vsY inrMkwru]kir kir vyKY ndir inhwl]  
iqQY KMf mMfl vrBMf]jy ko kQY q AMq n AMq]iqQY loA loA Awkwr]  
ijv ijv hukmu iqvY iqv kwr]vyKY ivgsY kir vIcwru]nwnk kQnw krVw swru ]37] 
 

Grace speaks in the language of strength 

Nothing holds back from here; where mighty bold and valiant 

See the universe filled up with God 

Divinity running through every single seam 

Beauty brilliant beyond words 

They do not die nor get duped whose mind is filled with God 

In this realm live the loved ones in a blissful state 

Entuned to truth watching Invisible Creator relishing 

Designing regions and spheres millions beyond count 

Shaping galaxies of planets 

Operating as per the grand design 

The Creator reflects upon and rejoices in creation. 

Core of design hard to describe, says Nanak. 

 

 

After knowledge gained is applied and followed in real life, the natural concomitant is the grace of 

God. Which further results in a lot of strength of character and personality brave enough to 

challenge any authority in this world. Now one can experience God operating in this universe. 

Every single particle of Universe smells of God. Those who reach this stage do not die because 

they don’t have any delusion about the duality in this universe. They understand that there is no 

death or birth as such. The only time a person dies, is when he becomes oblivious of the presence 

of God. They fall in love with the entire creation of God and are always in a blissful state of mind. 

They feel the Creator literally at work. Chiselling new regions and spheres one cannot even count. 

Formation of planets and galaxies operating in grand design of God. They can see that the creator 

is in deep contemplation and enjoying his creation. All this cannot be described in full.  

 

 

 
jqu pwhwrw DIrju suinAwru]Ahrix miq vydu hQIAwru]  
Bau Klw Agin qp qwau] BWfw Bwau AMimRqu iqqu Fwil]GVIAY sbdu scI tkswl]  
ijn kau ndir krmu iqn kwr]nwnk ndrI ndir inhwl]38] 

 

Let self-restraint be the smithy and patience the goldsmith 

Strike your understanding with hammer of knowledge 

Fan the heat of hard work with winds of divine awe 

Pour this eternal wisdom in the crucible of love 

To coin the Word in this true mint 

Blessed are those who do this 

And rejoice in God’s glance of grace, says Nanak. 

 

In this last stanza of Jap Guru talks about the way to capture the reality of God and his creation in 

words.  Capturing this reality is like coining words in a mint. Taking an example of a goldsmith 

Guru tells us that control over all the temptations should be the smithy fuelled by hard work and 

reverence to God. In this smithy understanding is to be melted and hammered by knowledge to 
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convert it into wisdom. This wisdom is then boiled in the pot of love for God to get rid of all the 

impurities and make the required material for coining the Word. This is not something everybody 

can do and accomplish. Only those who are blessed by God can do and enjoy it. No one can do this 

on purpose with deliberate efforts. 

 
]sloku ]pvxu gurU pwxI ipqw mwqw Driq mhqu]idvsu rwiq duie dweI dwieAw KylY sgl jgqu] 
cMigAweIAw buirAweIAw vwcY Drmu hdUir]krmI Awpo AwpxI ky nyVY ky dUir]  
ijnI nwmu iDAwieAw gey mskiq Gwil]nwnk qy muK aujly kyqI CutI nwil]1] 
 
Guru is air, water the father and earth is mother 

Day and night are nursing nannies 

The world grows up under their care 

Actions good and bad are considered by God 

Some go through and some fail 

Those who worked hard and good 

Have a smile on their face and lit up their surroundings. 

 

These are the concluding lines of Jap.  Guru paints a picture of life on this earth in beautiful poetry. 

Life starts with water(semen) from father and grows in the womb of mother earth. Knowledge or 

Guru sustains this life like the air we breathe. Just as we die the moment we do not breathe, similarly 

if we turn our back to the teaching of Guru we die a spiritual death. Day and night are like nannies 

taking care of the whole world. Nannies feed the child and make sure that child has proper sleep at 

proper time, Nature has designed the cycle of day and night to ensure this for the whole world. 

During the day, we work and eat and at night we sleep to refresh our energies. The way we live is 

important. Because all of us are judged for what we do and achieve in life. Based on our 

achievements we are closure or farther away from the truth. Those who work hard and manage to 

achieve good result have a smile on their face. They also spread this happiness all around by 

inspiring others. 
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